In the Circuit Court of said County at the July term thereof 


A.D. 1890 
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i Meridian Lend & Industrial Company. 
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ithe apove entitled cause amonest others eoming on to be heard 


jury being impanelled and issus joined,the following proceed- 


lings were nad,to-wit 1----- 


LD 


witness for ine plaintiff being duly sworn test 
iiag as follows -=~ 

Q Did ee know Green H.Ball in his life time ? A.Yes sir. 

Q Wat is his widow's name ? A.I do not know sir . 

Q Are you acquainted with his hand writing ? A.Yes sir,I 
think so; I have seen it often. 
o Where did you see it ? A.I used to be Justice of the 
‘Peace and he was constable,and I I see his writing on 
papers that hê had returned + 

Q Look at that signature there and see if that is his sig- 


‘(Document ) 


S ? A.Yes sir,I think that is his signature. 
i Q How long has it, been since you have seen Mr Ball's hand- 
i 


writing ? A.I don't recollect seeing it since his death. 


Q How lone bfore that singe you saw some of it ? A, I was 


Q What is the date of that 


nent at 


Y O A, DepUuLy Visiva go Ti 


H What office do you hold now 


Q What book is this ? A,Minute book of the Chancery Court 


Q--Look at an order -admitting the will “of Mr Ragsdale to 


€ 


| rpobate ? 
(Will of L.A.Ragsdale read and offerred in evidence 


Doeg from L.A. Ragsdale. Jr. to Meridian Land and 


T Industrial Company offerred in evidence e Page 400 


Book J. record of deeds,541 deed from J.M.Trussels 


1/4 Sec. 18,7,6,R 16. 


` Ae Lewis A.Ragsdale to HR 


Si i © "A Së È è 
83 Rook I. record of deeds page 165,R.McLemore and Wife to.. 
J.M. agg erp to N.E, 1/4 Sec. 18,T.6,R. 15. 


Deeds offerred in evidence < 


i 
J.M.T.Hamilton, for plaintiff testified : 


Q What is your pusiness ? A, Surveyor and civil engineer. 


Q State to the jury if you know. where lots 11 and 12 broek 


A.They are in S.W 1/4 of N. E. 1/4 


lho 


97 Ragsdale survey are ? 
7,6 R.16 West; that is part of the West 1/2 of N.E: 


Q Where is that 7 A.That is near the compress e 


Q Do you know where this land is located, 10tS 11 and 12 


block 97 ? A.Yes sir . 


o They are part of the W. 1/2 N.E. 1/4 18,6,16,? A.Yes sir 


Cross examination è» 


Q How did you say you know that ? A By my general vne ans 


of the location of all the blocks and lots in towns a that” 


I have made any special survey of that property with a view te 


locating it,but by knowing where the sub-divisions of the ‘Lote 


are e 


e block 99. 


veyed another port ion of th 
that that these lots 


o Could you (ia from 1.1 and 12 ang 
that block 9 A.Yes sir,l know they are in that sub division. 
o How could you toll that unless’ you had surveyed it ? 


he 40 acres come from-the 


ow that the line between t 


A I kn 
e east side of that block; 


Se Ws 1/4 ‘of N. E.1/4,; runs on th 


TR that by the scale on the side of the mape 


e any particular survey 


you 


Q Have you ever mad of it yourself ? 


A Not of that property + 


Q Have you ayer made any particular survey to know where 
that line is, that 40 acre line ? A.Yes sir,I run that line be 


fore the compress was built » 
Q And you know that that line runs east of these lots 11 a 


12 block 97 ? A.Yes sir » 


"I ke Tou said it was part of this WE 1/4? AIt was the 


So FS of R.R, 1/4 
Re direct. examination e 


Q You say you ran that Line ? A, Yes sir, years agoe 


MeLemore,for plaintiff testified 1--777 


Q What kin were you to Richard McLemore oe A.He was my fatt 


er 
Q State to the court end jury if your father at one time. 


owned the N.E.1/4 of Sec. 18 T+8 Range 16 West ? : 


Objected Lo: sustainede 


Q Was your father ever in possession of that property ? 
uestion e | 


A I don't think I can answer toat 0 


o Now sir if you anni just state what propery YY" 


| father was in possession of in Section 18 ? 


` objected to; over ruled; aefendant excepts 


A He owned a good deal of property nere int he City of Merida 


al jan; he owned property up to the old nomestead nere e 


Qq In whieh direction from the compress dia he o 


erty ? AIt was all around the compress * 


Q How far around the compress property ? A.I could not stave 


o About how pupe SEET tell you; I don't know” 


I was quite young, and I don't really know now much he did own 


o How long was ne in possession of that property e A.He wi 


in possession of property nere around Wid Meridian and vicinit 


from the time I em remember until he sold it to Mr Ragsdale 


I was porn herée 


vr that he was in possession of this propert 


Q Do you remembe 


around the compress ? A.Yes sir 
o How was Be in possession of it? A, Cultivated it fielde|: 


o Was that property where the compress now js enclosed E 


cultivated e A.I think it was ` 


Qq Was ne in possession of it ten years 9 A.,Yes sir » 


o How long had Mr Ragsdale been sn possession of that land 


pefore it was laid off into lots and blocks Y A.I don't rea Ly 


know when it was laid off into lots and blocks; I do not rent ` 


ember the exact year Mr Ragsdale pought the property gi | 
Obj ected to; over ruled; defendant axceptse/////h. 
q Dia Mr Ragsdale go into possession of this property afte 


purchasing it ? A.I think At was 12 or 18 months likely =: 


po After... 


Lucidi ree d ZS i E EM AAS GE no iis SE xa DN 
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Q After th 
e e 
xpiration of the 12 or 18 months h Ee 
s he 
into possession Of it did he? N = 


A. Ten sir : BE? si 
Judge Terral. Purchased it from whom ? A.My fat 


Cross examination < 


Q Do you recollect when your father sold this land to Mr 


Ragsdale ? Ae in 1859. 


Q How old were you then 9 A. Sixteen years old 


Q How long had your father been owning this land then ? 


A From the time I could remember e 
aber back until you were six years old ? 


Do y u raner 


he place all my life 


> 2 


-I don't know sir,I lived on t 


Q Where was your father's house when he was owning this land 
A 


He lived in a little log house right near the court house, 


and then moved further up to where Mr O'Neil lives here in Lo 


Q What use was he putting this land to ? Aston orchard = 


mostly I think; this land rear the Lë was an orchard. 


Qq Did the orchard extend from the. house back to the compressi 


A Yes sir » 
Q Was it SUS .A.Yes sir, 


Q You eould not say he was in ‘possession of it or 


closed that way for ten years before ne sold it ? ‘Awl think 


I could . 
Re direct examinatione 


Q You say you were sixteen years ola when your father sold 


wed it and cultivated it from the time 


this land,and he hed o 


you could remember ? A.Yes sir » 


Lata 


| N papia vy vie yore o 
leases he made jana everything of that kind » 


| Q Did you work for Mr Ragsdale a number of years ? A, I 


l. 
worked for T.A.Ragsdale Jre 


| 
Q Whose lease book is that ? A.His father's and his e.. 


| 

| Cross examination » 
| f 

| for L.A,Ragsadle Sr. A.No Sir » 


Q Did vou ever wor 


| Q How do you know that is his book ? A.I know his hand writ 
inse: 


Q You know it from hearsay and you have seen his handwrit ingk 


A Yes sir,and from circumstances, from leases that I have 
done business with him. 


Q You say you have never done business with L.A,Ragsdale Sr 


A No sir 


Q And you never saw this pook until after the death of Mr ` 


L.A. Ragsdale Gy, and they come into the possession of Le asRags 


gét 


Q How long have ‘you been working for L.A Ragsdale sr. Ay Lith 
-e over two years » 

Q When did you Firet see this book ? A.When I commenced 
working for him e “ 


Q Where dic you ever see Mr L.A. Ragsdale Sr's. handwrit ing 


when you commen ced working for L.A Ragsdale Jr? AÍ do not. 


know when is the first time I saw it; I could not tell ` 


Q Dià you ever see any of his hand writing before Y 


QA I don t£ know it to be his hand writing; everybody. elst 


says SO » 


| Q You do not know of your om knowledge that it is his han 


th 


Re direct examination + 


| H Are you familiar with his hand writing o A.0n1Y gains 


rase books and other papers that I have seen + 


la Judge Terral? Did you ever see’ Mr Ragsdale write %A.No sir 


acoive any Letters prom him ? ANO sir e. 


i 
È Dia you aver r 
at Mr Ragsdale nad written e 


| , 
vo Did you ever see any Letters th 


A Not that I know of. 


\Q How is that book marked NY A. “Records of Leases from 


L.A. Ragsdale". 


G.W Robinson, for plaintiff testified 177777 
o Wnat book is this ? a. This is one of 2 number of books ` 


used by Mr L. A, Ragsdale ‘Seriior in leasing nis property. e 


o Do you know that of your own knowl edge 9 Ae + Know It ` 
sat a number of leases are recorded in here on” 


mich the parties now pay leaseSe 
Qq Who executed those leases ? AMY Ragsdale Sr. and‘V 


s parties » i 


Q How aia you get acquainted with his hand writing ® 


A By having read it at aifferent times - as by having 


een tim write it at aifferent times e 
q Turn to a lease from Ragsdale to Ball in that Look, DES 


e's hand. writing ? Aen sity 


is that Hr Ragsdel 


ba; 
t is; this cancelment of the lease is undoubtedly ys pri 
-ing; I never saw him write nis name "Lewis Kraft. 


his eanceiment is undoubtedly bis writing » 


| 
o When vas the other written ? A. “39th aay of april 1889 


CR Pen Wes tne cancelment written ? As December, 2nd: 187% 


Cross examination » 
dÉ How long nave you been Living in Meridian | A. Bight year 
last year è | i 
Q Were you not. living here in 1878 ? Am sir 
acquainted with his hand saving R 


8 You say you were well. 


A Yes sir e 
se there as his nand 


Q Do you identify that first lea 
‘writing ? A.I think it is K 


s ? A.I would not swear positively 


Le 


i: Q Do you know that it 
o Is there any difference? between the lease in 1871 end the 


"Lewis A.Ragsdale" in | 


“ean celment of the lease ? A-He signs 


“the original, and L.A. Ragsdale in the cancellation + 


y 


Q- I believe you have eta.ed that you never saw him sign his 


A.I can only say that I never saw 


a WAN DMR 9 
LL ni ri 


name Lewis A.Ragsdale ? 


him write it that way e 

o What is the difference a the hand pui in 1871 and 188°. 
A As a man gets older his hand usually WEE ee 
‘yas very familiar with his pand writing the jasi years of Hie, 


life . 
frequently changes `. 


n gets older he very 
the style of his 


Q And then as a ma 


the sty#e of his letters ? A. Ho sir,not 


letters; the same general character 
o You are one of the plaintiffs in tnis suit 7 A.Yes sir 


Q That is 4 corporation ? A.Yes Sir e 


at company ? A.Yes sir 


Q And you compose E portion of th 


Q How much stock do you own in it ? 


Objected Los: sustained; def endant except 


i 
1 


1 


vee WT dd viii Oe 
Lo 1875 
Q Did you aver have possession of that lease book ? 


A It was in the office; I can't say that I had possession 


of it varticulsrly; we had an office together,Mr Rassdale and 


Q What Tic you ao for Mr Ragsdsie 7 A.I filled out the 


Pea ob Be 


‘Leazes lor hin gie, he would lease property. This book is 


PRL pn with Ni 


‘ber; Mr Bail attended 


‘up his lease in that way i 


3 aa D 
Wes 


Zeit to fill out,man's name,dates and amoun 


U) 


Q Are you now ot the lease to G.H.Ba!1 ? A.Yes sir,that was 
done ir 18371 before 1 wont in with him. 

Q Whose hand writine is that signed to that lease - do you 
know it ? A.I think I do - oth of then. Mr Ragsdale and Mr 
H Di? you ever proceed under that lease 7 A.I don't remem- 


some business for Mr Ragsdale,and paid 


Em 
ea 
ct 
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bei 


om not mistaken. 
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) Do you know that of your own Knovistra ? AIt has been 


so tons I can't say positively; but I krow he was working for 


SAR u on 


at ifr'erent’ times, but I don't know exactly what kind of 


business lie vas workings at 
Q State to the jury whether or not that is Mr Ragsdale's 


pass baok SZ A.Yes sir, thet is his lease book right in the of- 


Q What avo the provisions. of that lease as o the cancelling 
2 tua Lence ? A Tris iust shows a eanctlation Deeember 2na 


1878,sisne? eA Rzgsaele; G.H.Ball, Mr Ragsdale had several of 


rent «t his aT ng and the oth:r he kept in 


thesd Ponka! one he i 
~ S = KSE U n 
tie elerk'o of ‘iee hare at the court house» 


Ragsdale's hand writing in hi 


Q Were you acquainted with Mr 


ife time Y A.Yes sir » 


+ 


unity did you have to familiarize yourself With] 


Q What opport 
‘his hand writing ? A.I had Know Mr Ragsdale: for some 20 


I went on the bench I was his ‘counsel; 


years; . from 1868 until 


he was in my office a great deal and signed a good | many paperi 


in my: office + 
Q Is that his hand writing in that book ? A.I presume it” 


1 


to be e 
Q Do you know what book this is ? A.I have seen that book l 
often- that is his private record - because he asked me ‘about «| 


it once or twice. l 
A.Yes sir. 


‘Q Din you ever see one of these books ? 


these different leases and see if they are. signed) 


Q Turn to 
in the hand writing of Mr E e 
A.Yes sir Ç 


~ 


A. (lookine through the book » 1 
Q Dia you ever see a book calked his ‘lease ‘book - his balnk 


leases in it ? "A, Zeg Sir e 
Q In whose possession was it? Lin the possession of 


Col Stone I think ; he was acting as his agent ` 


“Gross. examination » 


Q I believe you stated you did not remember to hav 


thet book before Y A.I do not know; the books which I saw 


were according to my recollection like this e 


ed that that is Mr Ragsdele' s hand 


Q I believe you stat 


writing ? A.Yes sir,I state that with confidence; sometimes ` 


nre UL? are pecan toes 


he wrote his name Lewis A.Ragsdale and sometimes. L.A.Ragsdale|. = i 


at LS TS 


He signed it both ways è 


a eron the first of 1272 up to the last of 1'75 or 


that hook in your office 


af that book since '76 7 


ya not hed charge 
175 wes the last time I had that hook as 
to do with it since,except in sp 


T venti make cut accounts for hin ama collect money 


Hi 


L 


A. 


Q 


‘hill 


Plaintiff? objects to the testimony of this witness 


on the around that a party in interest cannot testify 


arainst the estate of a deceased person. 


Objestion over ruled,plaintirf excepts. 


Mient's counsel 1-- When were you married ? 


Where were you livin: st that time ? A.Livins up on the 


now lives; Mr Ball. was boarding at my 


forathur's houses thon . 


wo went over there to the lit 


Live thore u Fer months and then vw z 
tle inca I new ogreupy and we will be ton years there on tne 


4th o 


Q 


d A H ` 
renting it to then 


ten 
Q 
d 


bei 
La 


y of next November. 
Do you know who was. living on lots 11 and 12 block 79 ? 
kett and a women named Lucy Lockard. 


Wro was in possession of that land 7 A.Mr Ball; he was 


em at $20 per month. 
Was he collecting rent ? A.Yes sir e 
rou married before you moved on this prop- 


+ 


d 


? A.Wa wero inarrie in Pebruary and moved there the nex 


vou been living on that property 7 SE 


yours 


Wee ell of vour Teri. eneiased ? AIt was ail enelosed . 


E EE ? 


tad 
rd 


UI o sind 07 


Tani itete if Mr pali made any declarations or statements cs 


to his interest in tit property ? 


l 


irent ? ANo sir I ai 


Q Is it 211 comestei torether under one Pence ? A. Yes sir 


Q State ween you movet there ana while in possession of tne 


Objeceted to; snatained; defendant excepts. 
vQ Are you familiar with Mr Bali's hand writing ? A. I do 
not know much shout it; arter I married him I wrote his pape 
for Nim; I copied gl! his o ficial papers for him; I know he 


rota a bad hang but I rover saw him write that bad + 


Q After you «ove upon this property state whether you ever 


‘said anv rent to Mr Ragsdale or anybody else ? A.No sir,we 


never peli anv rent on that property; Mr Ball did have some 


1s 


leased property from Mr Ragsdale +. 
Obj ected to; over ruled; plaintiff excepts. 
--but on this lease he never paid any rent 
objected to 


Q When did your husband die ? A. In 1885 


Q Have you been living upon this property ever since he died 


o When Aia Mr Ragsdale die ? A, In 1886 I believe . 


n 


Q After your husband died state whether or not you paid any 


Q Did Mr ars, Le demand any of you ? A.No sir the old 


eegent aa 


o Never said anything to you about rent ? A.No sir,mhot on 


tin place we occupial e 


Pawara m oe, 


K 


November - 


4 


Q 


weiti 
i 


of Me Bali's hand writing; 


Ara you prepared to 


ng 


in February oF tha 


on 


Q You wen 


+ there then the 4th of November 1880 A.Yes sir, 
t year and went there in Noverabere 
say that that is not Mr Ball's hand 
that lease ? A.No sir,I never saw mt very Little 


he wrote a terrible hand but that 


worse than Ha ever wrote I think . 


XTA < 


Q You would rot sa, 


A 


Q Juise Terral l You say you was on this land ? A. 


Ne sir I woula mot. 


Q When you vent there was there any house on them ? A.Yes 


sir, some neuse ‘I nox scotupy » 
o Do you know how long that had been there ? A.Frorm the 


Tank sg 


n 


Mr Ball 


Q Do you know 


1876 
o 


Tei T 


£ 
a 


it I would thini it had 
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mised) to it. 


anything about his collecting rent there in 


and 1877 ? A.No sir,y don't know anything except after 


rarried hin. 


Whoever was there in 1876 you do not know who she paid 


Lo 


o 


A.I think Imey Lockard was there in 1878; I know 


‘ste paid rent to him in 1878 because he said so » 


Q You 


for it 7 


ther merely heard him say that in 1878 he received ren 


A.Yas sir,and I know that he cia a few months before 


I moved down there, ron the time I married him until I went 


domi 


ot 


n. 


there 


and lived there myself. There was several women 


there st tha time, ani there vas one woman occupy ing ore 


not fat a plese to stay when I moved 


Mr Ball would not turr her out and she stayed in 


he said it was not leased property; he 


4 eve a lease on the property; he lived there himself 1 


1880 and ther he broke up housekeeping an’ went to board with 


brother; he kept a boarsing house there and a good many 


gentlemen around town rere boarded with him. 


Here the Ceurt excluded the declarations of 


o Wet clair: Aid Mr Ball have on that place e A.He told 
Mr Ball; to which defendant excepts. 


Mrs. Sallie A.Cook,for the defenta 
Q Who. yes your father ? A. InA,Ragsaala è 


Q Dit you evar hoer a conversation hetween your father and 


any other person in reference tn this property in iitigation 


Objected to; pyar ruled; plaintiff excepts. 
L 


Defendant now proves td to show by this wigness that 


Mr Ressdale had declared that this was not his prop- 
arty but the property of Mr Ball; that Mr Ragsdale 


4id not alain the property è. 


Q State if you hesrd any conversation ?: A.While on a visit 


v 


to my mother and fether in the swmwier of d I was sitting in 


ing,mnd father said "Ma,I am very much wo | 


ay anteer's room ais," 
| 
` ` : . x S | 
riaj Lewis nas teen down trying to collect rent from Mrs Ge 


trula Bell.or sent iown; 1 have no ript to that property; l 
| 


to Mr Ball and a lease or dead to it,I 


I pave that nroparty 


H eit w wir A ONI H H H 
don't know whieh,but that it had got bumed up and Mr Ball come 


S TECH EE 
peas LEOR ed 


C Ee Ee 


-out" -- Mother said "Pa,what are you going to do about it?" and 
“father said "I am going over and make out another one as soon 
on I get well snough". That was the summer he was so sick 
rricr to bis death . 

Q Did you hear him state how come Mr Ball to be the owner of 


wit? A.He said something about my Uncle Jim - that Mr Ball 


‘had helped my Uncle Jim out of some difficulty- talking to me 
about it- and I said “ Pa,what difficulty was that?" and he sai 
"It was long bafore you were big enough to remember", It wa 
something bout when my Unele Jim was in jeil,and that on ac- 
count of Mr Ball helpin: Unele Jim out cf the trouble,ny fathe 
sii "Green Ball you will have a house and home over your head 
i | | 
e lens as you five " nud ka sajd "take these two lots your 
i D D d . 
inousa is o as a giflt,8 a return for the favors you have given 
to me sind my son,and I have some horrowed money ---------- - 


Q Did ne specify miy particular time when he nad made this 


I 

L 

Imift 9. ANo cir. 
i 

| Q Do you know how cons this conversation to come up about 
1 Ñ i 

| 

| 


triz nronarty ? A.I think it was hecause Lewis hed sent to 


i Q Ani that was the cause of the conversation Y A.Yes sir, 
i 

| i 

he waz purt about it; he said he Jid not want a Jollar to 
cows out af siter one of them and that he intended making Mr 
SE Bill another deed to it. 

| ; 3 l) 

Q Do you know how lone Mr Green Ball had lived in that house?) . 
È A Ever since I souls! remember . 


Kä DK 


o Da veu ‘wav cy otiior na was living there in 1878 ? A.I 


I know then Mr Ball... 


Vac iaia 


woul i not tell you,rut I remember in 1880 
Il Ç Fr rai 


‘so he could put a warehouse on it; Mr Ball would not ex - 


change it because he said that was more convenient to tom 
thari the one where we were then living; ‘he said there was 
so much more business that would come to him in the night 
[there that would not come up on the hill; he was constable. 
Cross examination . 
Q When was this ‘conversation ? A.Just a short time after 


I was.married; I suppose about two or three months . 


Q Dia Mr Ragsdale come to you about the trade ? A.0h no 
‘ ae Sos ER 
sir he dian't come to me, i 
. e 
Q How dis that conversation come to you ? A.Mr Ball and 


Mr R agsdale - and Mr Ball told me about it. I was bitterly 


opposed to moving down to that place and wanted him to ex- 
change it ; 
Plaintiff moved to exclude; sustained; deft.excepts. 
Q. By Defendant: Didn't you hear that conversetion ? 


A No sir,I didn't hear it . 


Lucy Lockard,alias Brooks , for defendant ) 
Q Were you acquainted with Mr Green Ball in his life time ? 


| “A Yes sir,I have seen a good deal of nim; I rented a 
Ñ U 


ouse from him . 
-Q Where did he live at when he died ? A.He lived in that 
jouse on the corner just below the compress e 
Q Where his wifa now resides ? A.Yes sir. 
Q State to the iury if you ever occupied that house 7 


La; 


A Yes-sir,I occupisd one room in it the summer of the yel- 


EE A 
ae IS 
3 


ow: fever . 


Jnad that house. 


Q Has he lived thsre ever since Y A.I could not tell you 


Q Didn't he live there up to the time of his death on every 
‘occasion trat you saw him 7 A.Yes sir » 
Q How often were you here from 1880 up to 1886 at the time 


your father died ? A.From about the 10th of June up to about 


the 8th or 9th of September, and most every Christmas Holiday. 
o Mr Ball was residing there on each occasion and in posses- 


‘sion of it ? A.Yes sir » 


Cross examination » 
Plaintiff moved to exlude this testimony. 
“Motion over ruled; plaintiff excepts. 

Q What time did this conversation occur ? A. In the latte 
part of Aupust or the first week in September 1886. 

Q Were you at the old Ragsdale house at the time that occur 
red ? A.Yes sir + 

Q Your father came in and said Lewis had demanded some ren 


from Mrs Ball and seemed to be worried and irritated about it 


A Yes sir. 


Q Dia he say the lease had been destroyed ? A.He said ‘ei ther 


the deed or the lease - I think it was the deed - had been 


destroyed » 


Q He said he would make a new one ? A.Yes sir,just as soon 
3 


Q Was your father able to be up ? A.He was able to be 


}rousht down to the hotel in a carriage but not’ able to walk 


Q He come in the room where your mother was and seemed to b 


excited ? A Yes sir,ne was very weak and nervous e 


O Where Aid he come from ? A. Out to Mr nouse; he 


Q What time did you have that T toh with Mr Rags- 
dale ? A.It hes bean since the yellow fever 

Q Can you come =t it any nearer than that ? A.I think it 
was the next year after the yellow fever + 

Q Mr Ball told you several times that Mr Ragsdale had prom 
ised to make out the papers but had never done so ? A.Yes sir 
he went to him but he didn't have time; sometimes when he 
would come over to see him he would say he didn't have time to 
make out the papers for him bit he would do it some other 
time » 

Q Dif he say thet the papers had ever been made out ? 

A No sir,I. never “id have any talk with Mr pall about it 
alter he married; after he married he never come over about 
my house much; he would pass by there a heap of times amd 

spoke to me sbout it; before he was married he would cone 
over and talk to me about it 

Q You lived right there near it ? A.Yes sir,I could see 
him from my house . 

Q You saw him collecting rent ? A.Yes sir,I would pass 


right by there every Monday Morning and see him co l.ecting the 
& LC : 


D 


rent; be fore 1878 he was living in the lower end and he woul 
rent out the upper end to some families of colored people 
Q Is that the only conversation you nad with Mr Ragsdale ? 
A Yes sir . 
Q Dià you have a lease ? A.Yes sir,the same lease he had; 
he told me he had bought his place and that put me in the ` 
notion of buyin mine s: 

Q When did you have that conversation with Mr Bali ? 

A Before he wesmarred; after he was married I ne ver had 


any more talk with him about it. 


Q Was it after the epidemic that you had this mnversation? 
A.Yes sir; Mr Ball told me himself that he had went, over to 


see Mr Ragsdale to get him to fix the papers up and that he 


was always so busy that he would put him off about it; he” 
told me that himself several times . 
Q Do you know who was living in that house in 1878 ? A.Yes 
sir,Joe Harris and Joe Clark and a woman n amed Sue Moore 
and a woman named Judy something; they lived there in 1878 


and the first parthof 1879 after the yel'ow fever; he rented 


it to them; he rented the house for $10 per month and collee 


ted up by the week; I could see them paying him money over 


there in the yard where I was,and I passed by there going to 
town and I could sea them paying him money e 
Q How close did you live ? A.About as far as from here to 
Mr Golden's shop; opan v iew, nothing in the way . 
Q That vas in 1873 ? A.Yes sir 


Q Ana the early part of 1839 ? A.Yes sir,the same families 


lived there . 

Q Do you krow wat tine Mr Ball went back in there 

A I don't know sir 

Q Did he Live ther e from the time he married up till Lhe: 
time of his death ? A.Yes sir. 

Q His wife still resides tthere ? A.Yos sir. 

Q Was there a house on t at proparty ? A.Yes sir,tvere 
has been a house on it for nearly 20 years e 


Q Is the sane enclosure there now that was there in 1878 ? 


D 


A Yes sir D 
Q Has there been any addition to that house ? A.Yes ‘sir,at 


| the upper ond of it he put anew part to it. 


Cross examination » 


SE 
SE ` g 
and 


Wednesday JUL soru 4090 


for the defendant t---7~ 


Turner Roberts; 


Q How long have you been in Meridian ? A.I come here the 


July after the surrender and stayed here all that time except 


about ten months. 


Q Were you acquainted with L.A Ragsdale Sr. and Green H, 


Bell ? A.Yes sir » 


Q How long have you known Mr Ragsdale ? A.I got acquainted 


with him directly after I come here besause I ussd to work’ 


trere è 


Q How Long nave you known Mr Ball ? Ae Something near 20 y 


died ? A. Right t here 


Q Were aid Mr Ball reside when he 


hy the compress s» 


e baen there before he dica ? A.From whe 


o How long had n 


time he has been there up tili now it has been some thing very 


near twenty vears è 


Q Do you know how he wert into possession of that property? 


A Yes sir,by what ne told me; he told me when he first. 


built there he leased it,but he done a good deal of work for 


ei 


Mr Ragsdale and Mr Ragsdale sold it to him for a debt he owed 


Objected to; over ruled; plaintiff excepts. 


He tola me he bought it from Mr Ragsdale for a debt he 


ez 2 


owed nim,and then Mr Ragsdale come over to my house hunting 


same hands to go over to the hor él, ana after Mr Ball told me 


‘hat I got after nim to sell me the place where I was on; he 


do it right then,and I said "You SO ld it to 
Ne 


anil he could not 


Mr Ball, why couldn't vou sell me mine”. He said "I Owed Bal 


a good deal of money and I sola him that place for the debt". 


Q When wes this ? A.I aon't know sir exactly} i it was @ 


Q The yellow Tovar was here ln 4675 Y Aeipp SIr è 
Who did you rent it from ? A.Mr Ball . 
How long did you live there ? A. About two months . 


Who did you pay your rent to ? A.To Mr Green Ball. 


O © O ə 


Who moved in there after you moved pit Y A. After he was 
married we moved out of the house for him to move in it +. 
Q Dia you live in that house up to the time he married ? 
A.I lived in Des about two months,up to the time he mar- 
ried we moved out for them to move in e 
Gross examination . 
Q What time did you move out ? A I think about the last 
of August we moved out. 
Q da. iù remember whet vear it was ? A.It was the year 
after the yellow fever. 
Q In Aupust 1879 ? A.Yes sir a 
Q Dia Mr Ball. move in there the month af er you moved out? 
A I think about October he moved in. | 
Q You say you paid Mr Ball rent Ñ A.Yes sir. 
Q How nueh ? AI think sal a month for the parve 
LVS one room I had + 


Q How many. rooms were there ? A.I don't know sir à 


Q Who has been living in there since you left there ? 


E = = 


A Mr Ball and his wife Lived there,and I think his wife is 
living there yet . 
Q Are you certain this was the first year after the yellow 


‘fever ? A Yes sir,it was the firstvyear after the yellow 


i, Tever. 


Q It may have been the second year 7 A.No sir,it was the 


Q There was some excitement here about that in 1879 ? 
A The year after the yellow fever washere so bad. 


ug, 


Q You say he offerred to sell it to you once since 1878 ? 


Q Has Mrs Ball resided there since Mr Rall's death up to 


the present day ? A I ao not know sir; I think she has so 


far as I know 


Cross examination . 


| l 
Plaintiff moved to exclude what Mr Ball said about of- 


ferving to sell the property; motion over ruled 
plaintiff excepts. 
Q Did you buy the property ? A No sir,I never e 
what he asked for it àù 
Q That was in 1879 ? A.That was after the epidemic,I De 
know sir what year it was,I think it was a year or two after- 
wards : I don't remember . 
Q He said he wanted to sell the property but you did not 
investigate the matter at all ? A.No sir. 
Q If you had found out he had nothing but a lease to it 
you would not have bought it ? 
Objected to 
A I never asked him whether he owned it or had a lease to 
it or anything of the kind; he had two lots somewre re else 
and I asked him to sell them to me; he said he had ‘sola 
then but he would sell me the nguso Së lot he was living on. 


D 


Mrs Ball,recalled :--- l 
Q State to the jury if you ever had any conversat ion with 
Mr L.A Ragsdale with reference to trading this piece of prop- 
erty which you now live on for any other. A.I was then oc} 


cupying the house that Mr Bordeaux now occupies,and Mr Rags- 


dale wanted to exchange that lot for the one which I now“ 


there a good deal and talked with us; I heard him remark 


that several times. 
Q When was that ? A.I have just said I coula not tell 


è.. 


you about the year + 


Q Was it in 1876 1877 ot 1878 ? A.I do not kno~ sir; 
I was there at the mill im '75 on up tilll it was barned dov 
Q You ao not know whether it was '75 6 7 8 or what ? 


A No sir I coulda not tell . 


Dr A.C.Edwards,for the defendant ze 

Q Di: you KOY Mr Green Ball A Yes sir 

Q Do you know where he resided at the time of his death ? 

A Yes sir,dowm here near the compress < 

Q Where Mrs Ball now lives ? A.Yes sir, he lived this sid 
of the compress on the street this way; I think his wife 
lives there now e | 

Q How long dia Mr Rell live there prior to his death ? 

A I ào not know sir; the sea I knew where he 
lived aa in the spring of the epidemic of 1878; I had some 
business with an officer and I went down there to see him,ne 
was living the re then, I think that was early in the spring! 
of the year » 

o of 1879 ? A.Yes sir,this must have been in the spring 
of 1879p 1878 was the yellow fever è. 

Q He was living there ?: A.Yes sir. 

Q Did you ever hear hin make any ET as to the owne 

ship of that property after 1878 ? 


A.Yes sir,I have heard 


him say it was his and I have heard him offer to sell it; 


offerred to sell it +o me e 
CG a Eër en wel aA’ nlnintiff excepts. 


o Were wés'he living in 1879 ? A. At the same place; he 


bad been living there before that a good long time; he lived 


there when we first built that mill there, Shackleford and Pot- 


ter's mill; he lived there before we built the mill. 
Q Do you know of your own knowledge how he come into pos- 
session of that property -did you ever hear him say ? 
Objected to 


A No sir. 


Judge Terral: Wren did you hear him speak of it 7 A.I do 


not know sir. 


Q By defendant: Was it after ‘78 ? A.Yes sir,I have. heard 


him speak about it lots of times è 


Q What did he say about it ? A.He said it was his proper- 


ty- he had it rented out to some parties,and ne come there 
and traded with us at the mill,ana he would stop by there and 


say he was going to collect his rent from his place . 


Q Wen was it he had it repted out - in '78 or when ? 


A I don't remember what year it was, after we built the 


mill . 


Q Was it eight or ten years ara Y A.It has been a good 


while; I did not take any notice of what time it vas è 
Q You say he would come by there and say he was going to 


collect his rents ? A Yes sir,I have heard him say that 


Q Do you know who it was living in there’at the time ? 


K He had it rented to some women; I saw one of them sittin 


‘there in the Court House this evening,I don't know her name; 


one of them was named Joe Harris è 


Cross examination - 


Q He just com? by there and 


colleat the rent on his property ? A.Yes sir,h e st opped 


said he was going down there ‘to 


mor 


Q Was it a short while or a pood while ago ? A.A good 


while ago; I have been burned out three times here; the 


first buming was what vas called the old Stonewall,the first 


brick building that was puilt in Meridian . and the next 


"Fum inn was a new building me and my son milt close to the 


postoffice; I thirk that has been about 12 or 13 years ago; 


it tas been sometime, and then I was burned out just the othe 


House is,wooden building. That wa 


side nf where the Opera 
E 


f 

T 

not very long after that whole block burned; at that time I 
vas runnins them'botn,me and my SON» Mr Ball may have had 

papers there,he had a good deal of business and nad a good 

Q Who was living here when you come here ? A.I do not Kon 


` many of my papers - 

oO You were intimate - you were friends ? A.Oh yes sir,we 
“were friends . 

l Q State how this property was generally spoken of as to 
the ownership ? 


Objected to; sustained, defendant exceptSe 


Cross examination e Dos “Bee oe 
c G L Auk e 


sir; there wasn't very many people here then e 


then 2? AeYes sir a 


Q Was Mr Ragsdale living here 


Q How many children did he have ? A.I do not know sir . 


Q When did you say you come here 9 A The year after th 
surrender e 


o Do you know when Lewis Ragsdale was born ? A, Ro sir 


o When did you have tre se conversations with Green Ball 


which he said that that property was his ? AIt was all a ong > 


there; I believe Mr Green Ball come here just before "70, 


Q Did he say that was his property in 1871 02 '2 ? A.I 


not know sir » 


ne OUVOELLLEY "GEI GG Live wl SLA dl el UU [OL KNOW Sdi e 
Q L877 ? A.He always claimed it from the time I knew bE 
Q Was he-living there then ? A.I think he was. 

Q Was he married ? A. No sir,I never visited Mr Ball afte 
he married any more .« 


Q You ‘did not hear him say anything about the ownership 


of that property after he married ? A.No sir,I do not think 
I did. + 
Q What you heard him say was all before he married ? 
A Yes sir I thirk it was . 
Re direct 
o You say you heard him speak of it as his property up 


to the time he married ? A.Yes sir,he claimed it . 


Q 


Q 


Up to the time he married Mrs Ball here ? A.Yes sir, 
William Shackleford,for defendant !--- 
Q How long have you been living in Meridian ? A. 7 years 


Q ‘Where did you reside before that ? A. A mile and a hal 


fron here D 
Q How long have you lived there and in Meridien to gether |? 
A About thirty five years . 
H Do you know Mr Green Ball 7 A.Yes sir.. 

Q Do you oi where he resided in the year of the yellow. 
fever ? A.Yes sir . He lived right dom ila: Bene the 
QU Is that where Mrs Ball is living now ? A.Yes sir. 

Q State to the jury how long he resided there after '78 
A He resided there until he died. ) 
Do you know what year he died ? A.No sir I don't know 


Has he any children ? A Yes sir. 


H 
H 
Q How many children has he ? A He has two here 
H 


W. A. Payne for the defendant testified :-- 


‘have you been residing in Meridian ? A.I move 


here the year after the surrender. . 
Q Are you acquainted with Mr Green Ball 9 A.I was sir.. 


Q Do you know where he resided from 1875 up to the time o 


his death ? A.His house was near the compress < 


D 


Q Is it where Mrs Ball now lives ? A. I suppose Mrs Ball 


lives there; I have been there often and recognize Mrs. Ball 
there; I did yesterday evening e 
Q Did you ever hear Ball state by what right he was livi 


on that property ? A.He stated to me often when I would g 


to see him that it was his own property . 


Objected to; over ruled; plaintiff excepts. 


Q You frequently heard him make that statement Y A.Yes 
Q State what improvements were on it at the time ? A.He 
wsa living there and there were some improvements, I do not 


think the same improvements that are on it nw. 


Q Was it enclosed ? A.Yes Sir » 
Q The same that is enclosed now ? A.I donot kow whether. E 


it is the same enclosure, He used to take me aii and 
show me his garden and his fine vegetables . 

Q Dia he live there from 1875 up to the time he died n 

A Yes sir 
Q Cont inuously ? A.Yes sir. 
Q Did Mr Ball ever have an office or stay in your buildi 
A He attanded to a good deal of businesx of mine,I don! 

recollect whethor he had an office or not e I know Se st ay ed Y 
about iy store a good deal. He made his sli a Die 
but Ido not recollect whether he had an office ern 


Q Did you sver have a building burned town ? A.Yes sir’: 


I 4 tn ______————————_——___—_rr———_—_—rr—_r_r—_———_——— 


Q And Mr pall just talking. to you said his papers were 


bumed up ? . A.Yes sir. 


A.I do not suppose he 


clon y 


Q He didn't say he had any deed? 


did call tiem words, but he said paners, which everybody takes 


to be when they ast good papers,to be deeds; Mr Ragsdale 


never told me anythins about it » 


Q Mr Ragsdale said when he patted that little boy on the 


shoulders that they should not be bothered any more 9 A.Ye 


he 


D 
D 
= 
+ 
E 
Ki 


Q What was the condition of Mr Ragsdale's 


A He wes able to walk about; he always complained of no} 


having good health +» 


Q Was he going on and attending to his business ? A.Ye 


sir,ne went up there to tell Jesse Bounds to give me a keg of 


rails and charge it to his account e 


Q How long was trat after Mr Balls death ? A.I do not 


know sir exactly when he died; I think in 1884 or 5 I coul 


not be positive. 


Q Was this conversation as much as a year after Mr Ball's 


death ? A.I do not recollect and I could not swear positively 


to it; I recollect Mr Bill Ball coming from Vicksburg up - 
nere I suppose; I recollect he told me his step mother wrote 
to him that they were going to put her out of the house, and 


he come to see about it. 


aw 


Plaintiff moves to exclude the testimony of Mr Stewart 
The Court excludes what Billy Ball said,but admits wha 
G.H.Ball said while in possession of the property. 


Plaintiff excepts. 


Q` What else aid he say " A.Billy went on and said ------ 
Q State whether Mr Ragsdale said anything about Mr Ball's 
being the owner of it ? A.He just said "Billy,they shall not 

“be bothered any more". 
Q Dit he say an'thing about any deed ? A.No Sir,not at 
that time. 

Q Didn't say anything about any deed ? A.Mr Ragsdale did 
not tell me anything about any deed; Mr Rall told me that 
his deed sot burned up in the Payne building; his deeds, his 

"papers". 

Q Did he say he had a deed to this property di A.He said 
‘e had papers for it. | 

Q When dia he say they sot burned up ? A.In Capt.Payne's 

building; I don't know where that was 

Cross examination . 
Q When did that fire e ? A.I do not know sir. 
Q Was it before you come here ?. A.Oh no sir,I reckon not 
Q -When did you come here? A. In 1879; I come here in 


1878, stayed three or four weeks, went back to Chattanooga and 


come back with my family in 1879. 
Q The fire occurred about how long after you come here Y 
A I fo not know sir; Capt.Payne’s building was then -- 
-- there were several fires after I come here} the first 
time I seen Gapt.Payne he was keeping a bar room under Con 


Sheehan's building; 1 do not know whether that was the house 


7 


that sot burned up anc burned up his papers . 


| 


Q Who was that sonversation with - with Mr Ragsdale - abo 
the papers being burned up ? A.Mr- Ball and myself; Mr Bal 
was telling me of it. 


s not there ? ANo sir. 


VERE 


L 
X 


self, and Mr Ragsdale told me 11° L cour’ NOT MARE à Urune wa Wi. 
Mr Ball to come back and he would rent me a house domm below 
his house,whieh I dia, mi I lived in it five or six years . 


Objected to 


SEN 


Q When was that ? A.I wont be positive whether it was 
in March or April 1880; I did not get the house from Mr pal 
ang «hen I rented a house from Mr Ragsdale below the Ragsdal 
liouse,and I lived in it five or six years . 


Q Judge Terral : When did you say that was ? A.I think i 


April 1880. 


By Defendant's counsel: You went to Mr Ball to rent it. 


3, 


in 1880 ? MELE sir,directly after Mr Ragsdale told me it 
was not his; he said he was going to occupy it himself. 

Q Q Who was occupying it then ? A.There were ‘two yellow 
women living in it and Mr Ball had a room for his am bed in 
there in one of the back rooms + 

Q State what he said about these women in there ? A.He 
said they paid him the rent,but as soon as the year was out 
ne was moins to occupy it. Catherine Pickett ana Joe Clark 
were tha names they went by è 

Q State whether or not you ever heard Mr Ragsdale make an 
statements in reference to this METTO and Mr Ball's right 
to it? A.After Mr Ball died Mr Ragsdale was coming up tom 
for some nails,and Billy,Mr Ball's son,met us right down in 


front of the Southern Express office ,and he said, "Mr Ragsda 


I want to see you" He said "Your agents have been over to 


collect rent from my mother; you know that is my father's 
l 
property" 


o Wet did Mr Ragsdale say ? A.Mr Ragsdale then patted 
D 


him on the shoulder and said "You shen't be hothered any more 


i 


0 


wa = ma P 
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I.L.,Stewart,for the defendant 
20th 1879. 


Where do you reside ? A.Meridian since August 


re you acquainted with Mr G.H.Ball and L.A Ragsdale Sr.? 


H 
o We 
A Yes sir » i 


Q Where did Mr Ball live at the time you knew him ? 


A The first time I ever got acquainted with Mr Ball he had a 
Fittle restaurant up here that got burned ta some few years ago, 
id he had the little bit of a house hat Mrs Ball now lives in 
Q What year was that ge A.Tnat was in 1878 when I come here 


è 


land before I moved my family here . 
| Q Where was Mr Ball living in 1878 d A.He had a room in that 
ouse where Mrs Ball now lives; he had a little eating house 
ack there of old man Pickle's bar on that Jacobson diva 
Q You say there was a el that property in 1878 ? 

A That was the same one that is there now, there has been 
Se rooms built there since . | 
| o Who built those rooms ? A.Mr pall I think . 
Q Was that property enclosed in 1878 ? A.Had a fence around i 

Q Was it enclosed like it is now ? A.I could not be certain; 
I do not know whether they have straightened that street out 
here or not » 
Q When you moved here with your family in 1879 please state i 


you had any conversation with Mr L.A. Ragsdale in reference to 


renting any property,and if so, what wasit ? A.When I come 


all was in; he told me it belonged to Mr Ball,he had nothing 
o to vith it. 
Objected to; over ruled; plaintiff excepts. 


-- he said it belonged to Mr Ball,and I went to Nr Ball and he 


Q Where had he been on that occasion ? 
a carriage out to Mr Hunter's house - 


: H Is that all he said about it ? A.Yes sir . 


Dia he say who had been talking to him about it ? 


> © 


My brother Lewis himself. 


Q Did he say he nad been talking to Mrs Ball about it ? 


A My Father never said exactly whether Lewis had been to Mr 


Ball or.sent to her .. 


Q Are you certain he said Lewis had demanded rent from Mrs 


Ball ? A.Yes sir,that he had tried to collect rent for the 


house è» 


KAN 


SEENEN fald not-etey (tners : he had been there + 
Ch ? A.He had been in 
Q Was Lewis Ragsdale there tnen ? 


i know whether he wes there that weel or not but he was there mo 


of the time . 


Q Was he there nuring most of that conversation ? A.Not i 


tho roan sir 


Q Do you know how Mr Rarsdale was informed of what Lewis ha 


done ? A.He said Lewis had told him himself . 


He said that Lewis nad either sent for the rent or been for 


the rent,I don't remember which . 
Q That Lewis had told him that ? A.Yes sir. 


Q That is the thing that irritated him so much ? A.Yes sir 


he said he had no right to zo to them for the rent » 


A. At the hotel ? I don;t 


t 


H 
H 
H 


Dr J.R.Kirkland,for plaintiff in rebuttal {---- 
Q Dia you know L.A Ragsdale in his life time Y A.Yes sir 


Q When did he die ? A.December 1886. 


Q Do you remember the date 6 A.I can say very readily by 


reference to my books. 


Q Do you know young Lewis Ragsdale ? A, Ven sir. 

Q Do vou know his age? A.No sir. 

Objected to; over ruled; defendant excepts . 

Q Did you ever hear Mrs Ragsdale say how old he was SA, Yes 


Objectea to ; over ruled; defendant excepts. 


Q Were you Mrs Ragsdale's family physician ? A.Yes sir,I 


was Mr Lewis A.Ragsdale's family physician. 


June and would be 21 years old in june after his fat her dicd 


Q How old did she say he was ? A.She said he was born in 
| in December. 
L 


N 


Q Then he would be 21 years old in June 187 ? A.Yes sir 


Objected to; over ruled; defendant excepts. 


Judge Terral. Mrs Ragsdale is dead now is she ? A.Yes sir 


Cross examire tion . 


I think it was a conversation I had with her after Mr Ragsdale 


died 
Q How was it she come to tell you that ? A.I do not reco 
e 


A 


Q Then just ina casual conversation shé saie sone thing © 


sbout his age ? A.She said he would be 21 years old in June 


I think è 


Q Can you sey positively that that was what she told you ? 


“A I know he was not of age when his father died, I think 
he would be 21 years of age in June 1887. 


1 e 2 
5:176 Sr LO 


| 
| 
Q When vas it she told you trat Y A.I don't know sir; 
Í 
| 


G R plaintiff in rebuttal :--- 

Q Do you know L.A.Ragsdale Jr. A.Yes sir 

Q Do you know his age ? A.I don't know his age now 

Q Did you ever hear Mrs Ragsdale say how old he was Y 
A. Ho sir 

Q Did you ever hear Lewis Ragsdale say how old he was ? 

A Yes sir,soon after his fether died he said he was not of 
age 

Objected to; sustained; plaintiff excepts. 

Q Do you remember when Lewis Ragsdale was born -- were you 
living here then ? A.I was living here but I don't remember 
the year 

Q Was it before the war or after the war ? A.I think it 
Leda the war if an am not mistaiken 

Q Is there any fact or circumstance by which you can re- 

fresh your memory by thinking a Hew moments ? A Only from a 
conversation I had with him. 

Q You never had any -0 nversation with Mr Or Mrs Ragsdale 
about it ? | d 


A No sir. 


Tis wes all the testimony in the case . 
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